
 
ALOHA ARBORIST ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES – 04/26/2017 – APPROVED 
Gordon Biersch, Aloha Tower Marketplace 

 
 

Members in Attendance: J Zambo, Lance Bookless, Desiree Page, Carol Kwan, 
Dudley Hulbert, Steven Connolly, Kevin Eckert, Andrew Kendall, Angela Liu 

Guests: Sidney Higa, Kaleolehua Renaud, Darcy Oishi, John Page, Diane 
Eckert, Sono Hiroshi Hulbert 

 
 

1) Call to Order & Approval of the Meeting Minutes of 02/15/17 and 3/15/17 - The meeting was 
called to order by President J Zambo at 6:55pm. Minutes of the meetings in February and March 
were approved.  
 

2) Guest Speaker – Sidney Higa re proposed biofuel facility – J moved Sidney Higa’s topic to the 
front of the agenda. Sid’s company, Hawaii Renewable Fuels LLC (HRF), is developing a biofuel 
plant in Hawaii. Currently, 100% of aviation fuel in Hawaii is imported. The facility will 
pressurize and break down green waste, reconstituting it into aviation fuel. The process is in use 
in about 100 facilities worldwide, and produces virtually no waste products. HRF’s development 
timeline is to have a plant operating in three to four years. 
- HRF needs 2,000 tons/day of tree and green waste to operate. Their facility will take chipped 

material at no charge, and solid wood for a fee. HRF already has a tub grinder. HRF has so far 
identified about 1,000 tons of green waste daily on Oahu, most of which is currently used for 
electricity generation but that could potentially be diverted to their biofuel plant.  

- The optimal site identified thus far is in Campbell Industrial Park, where there is a 50-acre 
parcel that could be used for storage of feedstock and construction of the facility. Other sites 
have been considered and found to have constraints.  

 
There were questions and discussions about how much green waste is generated, what portion of 
this waste stream is tied up in with different waste processing entities, the challenges of current 
green waste disposal methods including illegal versus legal dumping, and how different public 
agencies may influence this project. Members in attendance provided Sidney the following 
feedback:  
- Tree services are constantly looking for efficient and cost-effective means of disposing of 

green waste. New options must be easier to get to and more affordable than existing options.  
- HRF may need to look into creating transfer stations conveniently located to minimize drive 

time for tree companies. 
 
Sidney distributed a sample letter that tree companies can use to inform HRF how much green 
waste they produce that could potentially be fed into HRF’s biofuel system.  
 

3) Old Business  
a) Research Committee (Chair: Dudley Hulbert) – Professor Kaufman’s tree root research needs 

gap funding of $15,000 to $20,000, to be used this year to keep the project going until funding 
by the Department of Transportation is reinstated. Kevin will work with Prof. Kaufman to 
organize a proposal for submittal to the Department of Agriculture.  

b) Hawaii Tree Jamboree 02/25/2017, Kualoa Ranch, Oahu (Chair: Andrew Kendall) – The 
event was very well received, from the different events to logistics and the refreshments sold. 
The event’s focus on having fun, e.g. the wheelbarrow races, worked very well. In the future, 
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Andrew is interested in publicizing the event further in advance and getting the event into the 
landscape magazines and other media. There is also broad interest in getting attendance from 
the mainland, and adding more activities. Carol will follow up with David Leonard to get the 
photos for the event. As a side note, Andrew put out the idea of an AAA Safety Certification 
course to make safety training more accessible, and he shared a two-page description of how 
the course might be organized.  

c) Queen Emma’s Summer Palace Volunteer Workday & Barbecue (Carol Kwan) – Carol polled 
the group about holding the event over the Memorial Day weekend; there was a general 
feeling that the long weekend would not work out. Daughters of Hawaii will look at the 
calendar again to suggest a few possible Saturday morning dates.  

d) New OSHA Mandate on Use of Travel Restraint System/ Training for new systems by 5/17 (J 
Zambo) – J submitted an article on this topic to Landscape Hawaii. He reiterated that all 
companies using aerial lifts must provide training for their employees on the new systems by 
November 2017.  

e) Chainsaw Workshops, Beginner Level (J Zambo) – Tabled. 
f) WCISA / AAA Hawaii Regional Workshop 2017 with John Ball, 6/27 to 6/30/2017 (Angela 

Liu) – The workshop agenda with minor revisions was passed around for review. Registration 
fees have increased compared to 2016, and a three-tiered system was being worked out to 
provide discounts to members of partner organizations who weren’t eligible for the WCISA 
member discount. A request for volunteers will be going out shortly for help with event 
logistics such as food, set up, cleanup, etc.   

g) Tree Appraisal Workshop Part 2 by James Komen (Angela Liu) – James Komen 
acknowledged that revenues from registration fees would be used first to cover commitments 
to others such as the AAA fee, and that it was acceptable if there was a shortfall and only a 
portion of his own expenses were covered. AAA will work with him to reserve the venue and 
carry out other event planning.   

h) WCISA Annual Conference 2019 (Carol Kwan) – Tabled.  
 

4) New Business  
a) Election of officers and board members – Slate for 2017-2018 (J Zambo) 

President- J Zambo  
VP- Lance Bookless  
Treasurer- Desiree Page 
Secretary- Carol Kwan 
Director- Dudley Hulbert  
Director- Steve Nimz 
Director- Sergio Vasquez  
Steve Connolly - past president 
 

J presented the slate of officers and board members. There were no nominations from the 
floor. Carol moved to approve the slate, which was seconded and approved by acclamation.   

b) Rapid ‘Ōhi’a Death Outreach - Proposed arborist certificate program (Angela Liu) – Tabled. 
c) Hui Manu-O-Kū (White Tern Hui) Outreach to Arborists / Possible Workshop (Jolie Wanger) 

– The Hui has a good website with a map showing locations of the trees where nesting activity 
has been observed, correlated to data for each tree, and photographs of white terns and their 
nesting activities. Sample printouts of the Hui’s webpages were shared. Tree trimming in the 
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Honolulu area has provided nesting sites for the white tern population, but tree companies also 
can negatively impact nesting activities. Members also shared that fines for attempting to 
disturb nesting adults, eggs or hatchlings can be up to $15,000. J suggested that the Hui take a 
booth at the LICH conference in the fall, and for the Hui to also give a short talk at the LICH 
event. There also was another suggestion that they offer a workshop for CEU’s in 
coordination with AAA.  

d) Monthly Meeting location (Angela Liu) – Old Spaghetti Factory is planning to charge AAA 
$50/hr for time beyond the first two hours. We will find out about moving the meeting to 
Lyon Arboretum, beginning with the meeting next month.  

e) Certified tree worker exams – volunteer evaluators (Carol Kwan) – The ISA tree worker 
exams must have evaluators who have no professional affiliations with the test takers. 
Evaluators can earn CEUs when they volunteer. Several of the members in attendance offered 
to take the necessary training and apply to become volunteer evaluators.  

 
5) Announcements 

a) WCISA Annual Conference “Paradise Found: Plans, Partners & Progress”, May 8-11, San 
Diego, CA  

b) ISA Annual Conference – 07/28 to 08/02, 2017 in Washington, DC 
c) Curtis Hopper, a member from Texas, is going to be in Hawaii mid-July and is looking 

forward to meeting AAA members. 
d) Please join us on: 

May 17th, 2017, 6:30pm – Monthly Meeting – Location TBD 

    Guest Speaker: Pablo Akira Beimler, Hawaii Wildfire Management Organization 
 

 
6) Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 8:18pm. 

 
 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Angela Liu 
 
 
Attachments:   
1- Sidney Higa, “Sample Letter of Intent regarding Feedstock” 
2- Andrew Kendall, “Aloha Arborist Association Safety Certification Course,” 4/26/2017 
3- Hui Manu-O-Ku, “Detail View of Range Map” 
4- Hui Manu-O-Ku, “Welcome to our manu-o-Kū Database!” 
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Hui Manu-O-Ku, Detail View of Range Map 	
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