
ALOHA ARBORIST ASSOCIATION 
MEETING MINUTES – 09/21/2016 

Location: The Old Spaghetti Factory, Ward Warehouse 
 

Members in Attendance: Desiree Page, Carol Kwan, Dudley Hulbert, Angela Liu, Kevin Eckert, Steve 
Nimz, J Zambo, Steve Connolly, Alicia Yballa 

Guests: Don Bergan 
 
 

1) Call to Order & Approval of Minutes  
 Meeting called to order by President J Zambo at 6:50pm. The 8/17/2016 Minutes were approved without 

changes. 
 

2) Old Business 
a) Training  

i) Hands On Training at Lyon Arboretum, late February to March 2017 (Jamilee Kempton/Steve 
Connolly) – Tabled. This topic is to be removed from the agenda until further notice.  

ii) Tree Appraisal Workshop, 9/01/16 Ho’omaluhia Botanical Gardens (Carol Kwan) – There were 
37 attendees, and $500 was received from James Komen.  

iii) WCISA / AAA Hawaii Regional Workshop 2017 (Angela Liu) – AAA has reached out to WCISA 
and contacts on Kauai, Maui and the Big Island to coordinate dates between the second and fourth 
full weeks of June. We’re also waiting to hear back from John Ball about potential hands-on safety 
topics.    

b) Research Committee (Chair: Dudley Hulbert) – Dudley will be inviting Andy Kaufman to an AAA 
meeting to provide an update on his DOT-funded research project on the impact of tree roots on road 
pavement.  

c) Hawaii Tree Climbing Championship, February or March 2017, Location TBA (Steve Connolly/Greg 
Severino?) – Tabled.  

d) LICH Conference 2016 (Steve Nimz) – All available slots for the Arborist Track are filled, and 
speakers include Roxanne Adams, and J Zambo among others. There will be about 5 CEUs available, 
and Kirk Caldwell will be the keynote speaker.  

e) WCISA Annual Conference 2019 (Carol Kwan) – Phil Ruiz and Rhonda Wood, coordinators for the 
WCISA Tree Climbing Championship, have agreed to hold their TCC in Hawaii for 2019 at the same 
time as the annual conference. Logistics to be worked out include shipping, and finding trees that can 
be used for the competition.  

f) Volunteer Workday, Queen Emma’s Summer Palace (Carol Kwan) – Tabled. 
 

g) Chainsaw Workshop, Beginner Level – Tabled. 
 

3) New Business  
a) Pest of the Month – South American Palm Weevil (Rhynchophorus palmarum) 

i) Description: ~1 ½ inch long, shiny black, with small hairs on its body and a typical weevil 
“snout”. The larvae are 1-5” long and pupate in a 3” fibrous cocoon. SAPW also is the primary 
vector of the nematode causing red ring disease and one of the most significant pests of oil and 
coconut palms. 

ii) Distribution: Recently discovered in San Diego County in California. Native to South America, 
and Central America to Texas area. SAPW and the red ring nematode currently are both limited to 
South and Central America, and the Caribbean islands. 

iii) Hosts: 35 plant species in 12 different families, with economic damage to palms and sugar cane. 
(SAPW is found feeding on ripe fruit of other species.) Hosts include Phoenix dactylifera and P. 
canariensis (date and Canary Island date palms), coconut palm, Cycas revoluta (king sago palm), 
Mexican fan palm, mango, papaya, avocado, breadfruit, banana, guava, citrus, and cocoa. 

iv) Symptoms and Damage: This weevil feeds on and destroys apical growth of the palm host, 
eventually killing the palm. Foliage yellows, new and emerging fronds bend and die. Frass, holes 
and tunneling, foul odor, and pupal cases also are observed.  
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v) Control: Chemical control is ineffective at destroying weevils and larvae once a palm is infested. 
Infested tree material should be chipped and treated with an insecticide, burned or buried deeply.  

vi) Reference: 
• “Invasive Species Compendium: Rhychophorus palmarum,” (updated June 2016),” CAB 

International. Retrieved from: www.cabi.org http://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/47473 
• “South American Palm Weevil Detected in San Diego County,” UC IPM Green Bulletin (Vol.6 

No.2 August 2016), p.1, p.5. 
b) Honolulu Trees Coalition – Desiree Page signed on to represent AAA for HTC activities 
c) 6th Annual Malama the Trees Workshop – AAA Co-sponsorship (Angela Liu) – Maui Green and 

Beautiful asked AAA to sponsor their 11/12/16 workshop with a commitment of $100. The donation 
will be used for costs such as advertising, airfare for speakers, copies, and other workshop costs. AAA 
will be recognized in advertisements, and can provide materials to be given out at the workshop. Carol 
Kwan motioned to sponsor the event, and was seconded by Dudley Hulbert; the motion was passed.  
 

4) Announcements 
a) Arborist and Tree Worker Certification Exams, 10/08/16 – Carol Kwan will be proctoring by herself 

for the first time; Angela Liu, Desire Page and others will be helping. Greg Severino, Sergio, and 
Austin Braaten do not yet have approval for their applications to be evaluators for aerial lift operation, 
though this is not expected to impact the exam. 

b) ANSI A300 Review and Comment Period (Carol Kwan) – Public review and comment of Part 1 
Pruning and Part 9 Tree Risk Assessment is due 10/03/16. AAA will be sending out an email 
encouraging members to submit comments about these important industry standards.  

c) Jamilee Kempton was congratulated for being awarded the 2016 Robert Felix Memorial Scholarship. 
d) Department of Agriculture Tree ID (Carol Kwan) – Bishop Museum helped identify the tree as Cordia 

dichotoma, an invasive species of the Hawaiian islands. The tree has a weedy appearance, and 
abundant sticky fruit. See attached photos. 

e) Aerial Rescue Training – Eleven individuals attended the aerial rescue training by Makani Consulting 
on 9/10/16. The event assisted tree workers in preparing for ISA’s Tree Worker Certification exams in 
October.  

f) The Tree Risk Assessment Qualification training 10/DD/16 has enrolled sixteen participants.  
g) PLEASE JOIN US!  The next meeting is scheduled for: 

November 16th, 2016, 6:30pm, at the Old Spaghetti Factory, Ward Village 
 

5) Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Angela Liu 
 
 
Attachments: 

“South American Palm Weevil Detected in San Diego County,” UC IPM Green Bulletin (Vol.6 No.2 
August 2016), p.1, p.5. 
“Cordia dichotoma – Photos,” Carol Kwan (2016). 
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